LOCKERLY ARBORETUM POSITION DESCRIPTION
Position Title: Environmental Education Intern
Reports to: Director of Education
Job Status: Intern
Classification: Seasonal Full Time
Dates of Employment: June 1, 2026 – July 17, 2026
POSITION DESCRIPTION
Lockerly Arboretum is hiring summer interns to help run our summer camp programs.  This is an excellent opportunity to spend your summer working outdoors at a level 3 Arbnet accredited Arboretum. This position is well suited to those who are interested in future careers in outdoor and environmental education and will help build your resume and experience to be a well-qualified candidate for entry-level full-time positions in the future.  Lockerly Arboretum’s mission is to inspire an understanding and appreciation of horticulture, nature, and heritage.
Environmental Education Interns will be working day-time summer camps for children entering grades 1st – 6th with a focus on nature, science, and outdoor activities.
RESPONSIBILITIES
Environmental education interns will oversee small groups of summer camp children in summer activities.  Group size can vary, but applicants need to be comfortable leading a group of up to 10 elementary aged children on their own.  Camp activities range from field games/active sport-like activities, arts and crafts, basic cooking activities, and science and nature themed adventures.  As part of the internship requirements, each intern is responsible for creating three 30-minute camp activities to run throughout the summer, as well as writing a 500-600 word essay on a topic of their choosing that Lockerly may submit for publication in the Union Recorder Newspaper.  We offer 6 sessions of summer camp; 3 sessions for rising 1st-3rd graders (Sapling Camp) and 3 sessions for rising 4th-6th graders (Oak Camp).  These camps run June 8, 2026 – July 17, 2026.  Camp runs from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm, but interns will be required to work some pre-camp care (7:30-9:00) and after camp care (4:00 – 5:30).  Your average work day will fluctuate from 7-8.5 hours.  Interns are required to work all 6 camp sessions, no exceptions.  The required week of training will take place June 1-5, 2026.
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS
Performance Aptitude: Energetic, enthusiastic, and committed to youth development, especially in the field of natural sciences.  Committed, punctual, conscientious, positive attitude, excellent people skills. Requires the ability to communicate, support, and cooperate with others to achieve organization goals.
Experience & Education: One year or more of college education or relevant work experience in a related field preferred, though rising high school seniors or graduates meeting all other qualifications and an interest in a career in environmental education are welcome to apply.  Related fields of study/experience include, but are not limited to: environmental science, biology, education, forestry/wildlife biology.
Safety: Camper safety is paramount – all staff are required to pass a background check and successfully obtain a 1st Aid/CPR certificate as part of training (preference to applicants who are already certified).
Physical Ability: This internship requires working outdoors during uncomfortable weather, including, hot, humid days and rain.  Interns are expected to participate in activities as is reasonable to still safely monitor camper safety – this includes physical exertion playing field games and walking Lockerly’s trails.  The ability to take care of yourself in these conditions (staying hydrated, cool, energized) is essential to care for campers’ needs as well.
BENEFITS
Interns are compensated $416.67/week for each camp session (training is unpaid), for a total stipend of $2,500 over the 7 week internship.  Additional work hours on Saturdays may be available, separate from the internship, at $12/hr. for those interested.
Lockerly Arboretum will be closed on Friday, June 19 in honor of Juneteenth and Friday, July 3 in recognition of Independence Day.  No camps occur these days.  Interns will be required to participate in a mid-summer review and staff fun day on Friday, June 19, but will have Friday, July 3 off.  There are no internship requirements on any Saturday or Sunday.
Lockerly Arboretum will cover the cost of certifying interns in 1st Aid and CPR if individuals do not already have these certifications.
TO APPLY
Email a cover letter and resume to Lockerly Arboretum Director of Education, Kensey Amerson – kenseyamerson@lockerly.org
Applications are due by March 15, 2026.  Hiring will be completed by April 15, 2026 at the latest.
